
 
May 2018 
 
Dear Students, 
 
The Orchard Park High School English Department congratulates you on the completion of the              
school year and wishes you a happy, healthy summer.  Because we value independent reading              
and always want you to experience growth through reading, we have designed a summer reading               
program that will afford you such an opportunity.   
 
This summer, you will have the chance to read something that you, alone, have chosen for                
yourself; then, in September, you will be required to write an essay demonstrating your thinking               
and interaction with the text you chose.  You are free to choose any text that interests you.  Our                  
only suggestion would be that you choose a text that is both meaningful to you and rich with                  
concepts that will lend themselves to thoughtful essay writing.  
 
The guidelines of this required summer reading program are as follows:   
 
Students entering English 9, 10, and 11, you will… 
 

● choose any one (1) book--fiction or nonfiction--to read independently.  (We have           
provided a list of suggested texts, but you are by no means required to choose a book                 
from the list.) 

 
● actively read the title you choose. You are encouraged to journal about your chosen text               

or to annotate the copy you purchase. Doing either will help you read actively and               
thoughtfully. It will also help you remember what you have read.  

 
● return to school in September prepared to write an essay based on an essay prompt               

you will choose from a list, thus demonstrating what you have taken from your              
reading. We have included the below essay question topics to help you focus your              
reading in preparation for class discussion and essay completion. 

 
Essay question topics will involve discussing a key scene and how it relates to the text as a 
whole; how a symbol from the work functions throughout the work; and how the author uses 
literary devices to explore a political or social issue. 
 
Please keep these topics in mind when choosing a book to read. 
 
 

 



 

Please note: 
● Because of the amount of material covered in Honors and AP, teacher-selected texts             

will also be required of students entering those courses. These additional Honors and             
AP 11 requirements will be detailed in separate letters.  

 
● All classes will complete the essay assessment over two (2) class days by Friday,              

September 21, 2018, though the exact time frame will be left to the teacher’s              
discretion. All students will be allowed to use their books, annotated notes, and journals              
during the essay, but no e-readers will be permitted--paper copies only in the             
classroom.  The essay will be worth 10% of the first quarter English grade for all OPHS                
students in English 9, 10, and 11.  

 
● Seniors in the regular elective program are encouraged, but not required, to read             

over the summer.  Teachers of senior English electives have provided a list on the L/MC               
homepage of suggested titles that would be helpful to have read before taking their              
course.  Seniors in AP 12 will have required summer reading, which will be detailed              
in a separate letter. 

 
All of the information contained here will also be provided to school offices and local               
bookstores, as well as be posted on the High School Library/Media Center homepage at              
opschools.org.   
 
Here’s to finding subject matter that intrigues and characters who inspire—happy reading! 
 
The OPHS English Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Suggested Texts 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon (fiction) 
Fifteen-year-old Christopher John Francis Boone is mathematically gifted and socially hopeless,           
raised in a working-class home by parents who can barely cope with their child's quirks. He takes                 
everything that he sees (or is told) at face value, and is unable to sort out the strange behavior of                    
his elders and peers. Late one night, Christopher comes across his neighbor's poodle, Wellington,              
impaled on a garden fork. Wellington's owner finds him cradling her dead dog in his arms, and                 
has him arrested. After spending a night in jail, Christopher resolves--against the objection of his               
father and neighbors--to discover just who has murdered Wellington. He is encouraged by             
Siobhan, a social worker at his school, to write a book about his investigations, and the                
result--quirkily illustrated, with each chapter given its own prime number--is The Curious            
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, original, clever, and genuinely moving (from Amazon.ca). 
 
The Eyes of the Dragon by Stephen King (fiction) 
A tale of archetypal heroes and sweeping adventures, of dragons and princes and evil wizards-as               
only Stephen King can tell it!   The passage through the castle is dim, sensed by few and walked                  
by only one.  Flagg knows the way well.  In four hundred years, he has walked it many times, in                   
many guises, but now the passage serves its true purpose.  Through the spyhole it conceals, the                
court magician observes King Roland-old, weak, yet still a king.  Roland’s time is nearly over,               
though, and young prince Peter, tall and handsome, the measure of a king in all ways, stands to                  
inherit the realm.  Yet a tiny mouse is enough to bring him down... 
 
The Family Romanov by Candace Fleming (nonfiction) 
Here is the tumultuous, heartrending, true story of the Romanovs—at once an intimate portrait of               
Russia's last royal family and a gripping account of its undoing. Using captivating photos and               
compelling first person accounts, award-winning author Candace Fleming (Amelia Lost; The           
Lincolns) deftly maneuvers between the imperial family’s extravagant lives and the plight of             
Russia's poor masses, making this an utterly mesmerizing read (from Amazon.com).  This is a              
nonfiction history text that reads much like fiction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien (fiction) 
"In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of                     
worms and an oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to                      
eat: it was a hobbit-hole, and that means comfort.” 
The hobbit-hole in question belongs to Bilbo Baggins, a very respected hobbit. He is, like most                
of his kind, well off, well fed, and best pleased when sitting by his own fire with  a meal to look                     
forward to (which they take six times if they can). Certainly this particular hobbit is the last                 
person one would expect to see set off on a hazardous journey; indeed, when the wizard Gandalf                 
the Grey stops by one morning, "looking for someone to share in an adventure," Baggins               
fervently wishes the wizard elsewhere. No such luck however; soon 13 fortune-seeking dwarves             
have arrived on the hobbit's doorstep in search for a master burglar, and before he can even grab                  
his hat, handkerchiefs or even an umbrella, Bilbo Baggins is swept out his door and into a                 
dangerous and long adventure (from The Tolkien Library). HIGHLY RECOMMENDED IF           
YOU ARE CONSIDERING TAKING/GOING TO TAKE FANTASY AND SCIENCE         
FICTION AS AN ENGLISH ELECTIVE  
 
I Am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced by Nujood Ali with Delphine Minoui (nonfiction) 
Nujood Ali's childhood came to an abrupt end in 2008 when her father married her off to a man                   
three times her age. In this memoir, Nujood describes how she suffered at the hands of an                 
abusive husband, and she tells of her daring escape. With the help of local advocates and the                 
press, Nujood obtained her freedom—an extraordinary achievement in Yemen, where almost           
half of all girls are married under the legal age. 
 
Into Thin Air by John Krakauer (nonfiction) 
A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-mountaineer Jon             
Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a murderous               
storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives and left countless                
more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the impetus for Into           
Thin Air, Krakauer's epic account of the May 1996 disaster (from Amazon.com). 
 
Killing Lincoln by *Bill O’Reilly (nonfiction) 
A riveting historical narrative of the heart-stopping events surrounding the assassination of            
Abraham Lincoln, and the first work of history from mega-bestselling author Bill O'Reilly, who              
recounts one of the most dramatic stories in American history―how one gunshot changed the              
country forever. In the spring of 1865, the bloody saga of America's Civil War finally comes to                 
an end after a series of increasingly harrowing battles. In the midst of the patriotic celebrations in                 
Washington D.C., John Wilkes Booth―charismatic ladies' man and impenitent racist―murders          
Abraham Lincoln at Ford's Theatre. A furious manhunt ensues and Booth immediately becomes             
the country's most wanted fugitive. The thrilling chase ends in a fiery shootout and a series of                 
court-ordered executions―including that of the first woman ever executed by the U.S.            
government. Featuring some of history's most remarkable figures, vivid detail, and page-turning            
action, Killing Lincoln is history that reads like a thriller (from Amazon.com). 
 
*Bill O’Reilly has a series of these history books that are nonfiction but that actually read like                 
fiction.  Any selection from the  Killing… series would make a great summer read. 

 



 

One Shot at Forever by Chris Ballard (fiction) 
One Shot at Forever is the true story of a countercultural high school baseball coach who                
transforms his team and the town they play in. 
 
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore (nonfiction) 
This memoir follows two kids with the same name, who live in the same city. One grows up to                   
be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader. The              
other is serving a life sentence in prison. This book tells the story of how their lives turned out so                    
differently. 
 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chobsky (fiction) 
A funny, touching, memorable  novel, which captures the voice of a boy teetering on the brink of                 
adulthood. Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no                   
means popular. He's a wallflower--shy and introspective, and intelligent beyond his years, if not              
very savvy in the social arts. We learn about Charlie through the letters he writes to an unknown                  
recipient,  a stylistic technique that adds to the heart-wrenching earnestness saturating this teen's             
story. Charlie encounters the same struggles that many kids face in high school. With the help of                 
a teacher who recognizes his wisdom and intuition, and his two friends, seniors Samantha and               
Patrick, Charlie mostly manages to avoid the depression he feels creeping up. When it all               
becomes too much, after a shocking realization about his beloved late Aunt Helen, Charlie              
retreats from reality for awhile. But he makes it back in due time, ready to face his sophomore                  
year and all that it may bring. Charlie, sincerely searching for that feeling of "being infinite," is a                  
kindred spirit to the generation that's been slapped with the label X (from Amazon.com). 
 
Stories I Only Tell My Friends: An Autobiography by Rob Lowe (nonfiction) 
If the only thing better than reading The Outsiders in middle school was watching the movie, you                 
might be interested in this autobiography where Rob Lowe writes in-depth about his experience              
auditioning for, acting in, and filming his role as Sodapop Curtis, as well as including other                
entertaining and interesting stories about his acting career:  “One of Hollywood's top stars to this               
day, Rob Lowe chronicles his experiences as a painfully misunderstood child actor in Ohio              
uprooted to the wild counterculture of mid-seventies Malibu, where he embarked on his             
unrelenting pursuit of a career in Hollywood…Lowe delivers unexpected glimpses into his            
successes, disappointments, relationships, and one-of-a-kind encounters with people who shaped          
our world over the last twenty-five years. These stories are as entertaining as they are               
unforgettable.” 
 
The Sword of Shannara by Terry Brooks (fiction) 
From Terry Brooks: Living in peaceful Shady Vale, Shea Ohmsford knew little of hte troubles               
that plagued the rest of the world. Then the giant, forbidding Allanon revealed that the               
supposedly dead Warlock Lord was plotting to destroy the world.  The sole weapon against this               
Power of Darkness was the Sword of Shannara, which could only be used by a true heir of                  
Shannara-Shea being the last of the bloodline, upon whom all hope rested.  Soon a Skull Bearer,                
dread minion of Evil, flew into the Vale, seeking to destroy Shea.  To save the Vale, Shea fled,                  
drawing the Skull Bearer after him… 
 

 



 

Three Days in Moscow: Ronald Reagan and the fall of the Soviet Empire (young readers’               
edition) by Bret Baier and Catherine Whitney (nonfiction) 
A gripping historical account of President Ronald Reagan’s battle to end the Cold War... 
On May 31, 1988, President Ronald Reagan stood before a packed audience at Moscow State               
University. He delivered a speech that would go down in history, as it was the first time an                  
American president had given an address about human rights on Russian soil. The importance of               
this speech was largely overlooked at the time, yet the following year, in November 1989, the                
Berlin Wall fell and the Soviet Union began to disintegrate, leaving the United States the sole                
superpower on the world stage...Including historical photographs, Three Days in Moscow reveals            
the president’s critical and often misunderstood role in orchestrating a successful, peaceful            
ending to the Cold War. This page-turning, accessible account sheds light on America’s current              
place in the world, while introducing young readers to one of America’s most remarkable              
leaders—and the unique qualities that allowed him to succeed with America’s most dangerous             
enemy, when his predecessors had fallen short (from harpercollins.com). 
 
Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher (fiction) 
A varsity letter jacket: it's exclusive, nearly unattainable, revered . . . and everything that's               
screwed up about Cutter High, as far as T. J. Jones is concerned. That's why T. J. is determined                   
to have the Cutter All Night Mermen—the unlikeliest swim team a high school has ever               
seen—earn letter jackets of their own.  It won't be easy. For one thing, they don't even have a                  
pool. They will fight for their dignity, they will fight with each other, and sometimes they will                 
just fight. And then they will realize that a single moment can bring lifelong heartache or lifelong                 
friendship. For T. J. and his crew of misfits, the quest may be far more valuable than the reward                   
(from Amazon.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Suggested Titles for Seniors 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr (fiction) 
This beautiful and stunningly ambitious novel chronicles the life of a blind French girl and a                
German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of                
World War II. 
 
Band of Brothers by Stephen E. Ambrose (nonfiction) 
Stephen E. Ambrose’s iconic story of the ordinary men who became the World War II’s most                
extraordinary soldiers: Easy Company, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne          
Division, US Army.  They came together, citizen soldiers, in the summer of 1942, drawn to               
Airborne by the $50 monthly bonus and a desire to be better than the other guy. They parachuted                  
into France early D-Day morning and knocked out a battery of four 105 mm cannon looking                
down Utah Beach; they parachuted into Holland during the Arnhem campaign; they were the              
Battered Bastards of the Bastion of Bastogne, brought in to hold the line, although surrounded, in                
the Battle of the Bulge; and then they spearheaded the counteroffensive. Finally, they captured              
Hitler's Bavarian outpost, his Eagle's Nest at Berchtesgaden. This is the story of the men who                
fought, of the martinet they hated who trained them well, and of the captain they loved who led                  
them. E Company was a company of men who went hungry, froze, and died for each other, a                  
company that took 150 percent casualties, a company where the Purple Heart was not a               
medal—it was a badge of office (from Amazon.com). 
 
The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien (fiction) 
"In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of                     
worms and an oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to                      
eat: it was a hobbit-hole, and that means comfort.” The hobbit-hole in question belongs to Bilbo                
Baggins, a very respected hobbit. He is, like most of his kind, well off, well fed, and best pleased                   
when sitting by his own fire with  a meal to look forward to (which they take six times if they                    
can). Certainly this particular hobbit is the last person one would expect to see set off on a                  
hazardous journey; indeed, when the wizard Gandalf the Grey stops by one morning, "looking              
for someone to share in an adventure," Baggins fervently wishes the wizard elsewhere. No such               
luck however; soon 13 fortune-seeking dwarves have arrived on the hobbit's doorstep in search              
for a master burglar, and before he can even grab his hat, handkerchiefs or even an umbrella,                 
Bilbo Baggins is swept out his door and into a dangerous and long adventure (from The Tolkien                 
Library).  HIGHLY RECOMMENDED IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING TAKING/GOING        
TO TAKE FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION AS AN ENGLISH ELECTIVE. 
 
I Am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced by Nujood Ali with Delphine Minoui (nonfiction) 
Nujood Ali's childhood came to an abrupt end in 2008 when her father married her off to a man                   
three times her age. In this memoir, Nujood describes how she suffered at the hands of an                 
abusive husband, and she tells of her daring escape. With the help of local advocates and the                 
press, Nujood obtained her freedom—an extraordinary achievement in Yemen, where almost           
half of all girls are married under the legal age. 
 
 

 



 

The Nightingale: by Kristin Hannah 
 
New York Times Best Selling Author Kristin Hannah exposes the horrors of World War II in                
France. She uses the small town of Carriveau as a main setting that dramatically contrasts with                
the evil that is about to come to a country that has surrendered to the Nazis and is now being                    
occupied. The novel also develops the story of two courageous sisters who, ironically, get to               
come together to join forces in a time when hope, faith, and unity are lost: Vianne Mauriac, the                  
young wife of a recently drafted soldier, is obligated to host a Nazi in her home while the war                   
goes on. Her younger 18 year-old sister, the impetuous Isabelle, chooses the dangerous path of               
joining the French Resistance and risking everything in the process: her life, her safety, and her                
emotions.  
 
One Shot at Forever by Chris Ballard (fiction) 
One Shot at Forever is the true story of a countercultural high school baseball coach who                
transforms his team and the town they play in. 
 
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore (nonfiction) 
This memoir follows two kids with the same name, who live in the same city. One grows up to                   
be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader. The              
other is serving a life sentence in prison. This book tells the story of how their lives turned out so                    
differently. 
 
The Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell (nonfiction) 
This is an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"--the best and the brightest, the               
most famous and the most successful. Gladwell asks the question: What makes high-achievers             
different?  His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and                 
too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and                 
the idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the way he explains the secrets of              
software billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player, why Asians are good at math, and                  
what made the Beatles the greatest rock band. Brilliant and entertaining, Outliers is a landmark               
work that will simultaneously delight and illuminate (from amazon.com). 
 

 

 


